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ON THE OCCASION OF OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY...

IN WORKING TO BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER TGO CARE, TO BELIEVE, AND TG TAKE ACTION, we tend to only loak and move
forward. Amidst cycles of war and violence, displacement and poverty, we find retuge in future possibiiities. We find retuge
in our hope for betler days, when one’s immigration status doesn’t determine whether he or she receives health care or an
education, where violence isn't a soiution to contiict any more so than violent cops make us saler, and where people can
find mare comiort in creating change than in apalhy.

Anniversaries are times to take caretul stock of one's past. In this special 20th Anniversary edition of the CAA4AV Vorce,
we pause and refiect to pull lessons and inspiration from our past. We bring logether two decodes ot our wark, fram our
early years, through o visual imeline of our 20 vears, to a photo essay on our recent participation in the histaric immigra-
tion mebilizations, and finally {o our current struggles for a belter {uture in updates trom the work ot Chinatown tenanis
in Manhatlan's Chinatown, the Cambadian and Vietnamese refugee community in the Bronx, and Asian women domestic
workers citywide.

Anniversaries are also times to celebrate. And, atter 20 yeors, there is a lot to celebrate. As you read through these pages,
we hape thal you will celebrate what hagpens when people care enough o take action, when communities choose o do
more than survive, We hape you will celebrate your support and involvement in CAASY's work over the years., Without it,
none of this would be possible. We clso hope that you, your friends, and your family will commemaorate 20 years with us at
our

Rooled in our communities by « vision for change and a sense of the movement rising—and with your support—we’re ready
for the next 20 years.
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end criminalizacion, deportadon, US-Mexico border

mitimarization, and for th mplunmniloﬂ of full le-
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nigranes. For many of
us,. the marches demonseeated the potential power of

immigrant communides, in a way that we have nover,

exprerienced. They also showed us the need for long-
eerm strategy and organizational infrastructure dhat
can hold thc energy that we experienced in the strecrs,
and mave it toward building power in immigrant com-

munieies:
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and in honor of the occasion we thought we would
nighlight 20 of the many lezsons of recent years

L

il shape and guide our work for

The theme of gur 20ch anniversary celebrarion s "Owr Roow Grow

Dreep.” Roors are it how Imporant it is o he

vhar ground us. We have e
racted in & clear vision for social change, grounded o struggles of the comue
nigies we serve so that we sre abeays acing In their iroresr, Lur organizariona|

strategy Is driven by the practice of building 2 mudti-generationsl arganization,

and waging carapaigns thar affecy real change in tlie Hives of Asian workers,
vouth, {amilies and renants who have been uprooted by the impace of U

forzign policy in their home counries, and are seruggling o root themselvey
in New York.

1n order to ensure thar whar we deo today bullds rowand 2 berer
furure, we ke tme w reflecr, evaluate and analyze current conditions, We
stuey global, national and tocal condidions, reflect on our streagrhs and weak-
nesses, idendfy areas of change. and seek w sharpen our organizing methods

tn ovder o chart a clearer, Iong-rerm plan lor the future.

The campaigns thas expose the ways government and capiral inree-
ests work together 1o create oppressive conditlons In our communizies have
the greasest potendal o wise consciousness, deepen owr understanding of the
systern, and open doors o other imporane fights, For example, our justice
campaigns for exploited domestic workers have held fndividual employers

accountable, nnd exposed the urgent need for labor ssandards for domess
workers, and full legalizardon for undocumensed workers in geswml_

H

We know how hard organizing s, bur we are clearer thar ever that

we have no choice bue w continue, and ger berter ar it so we can mke it o the
next level, where v has a direcr impact on the
forces that create oppression in our commusi-




des. We see exciting potendal lor growth in the mador Iimmigrant sights,
anti-police bravality and and-war marches, and the greater convargence of
the US social Jussice movement across isswes and communities. The move-
ment is growing, and we need w continue w grow the local organizicg.

We have all lived with and insernalized all the Torms of oppression thar exist
in the world, so how do we creawe an orgasizatonal cudiure which models
something different, and refleces the world we are trying o creare? In dhinh-
ing abour this, we realized that creating a climace where people feel safe and
supporied o openty call our and challenge abuses of power and privilege i
an important Arst step. Ultdmarely ag a movement we need o create con-
erete mechanisms of accounwabificy to principles ol respecy, justice, equiny,
anel shared power.

After some vears of developing organizational routines and habits,
we decided to have regular, deeper check-ins on dhe question: are we truly
building the power of our communisies, ol ali oppressed people? Our seaff
evatuarions and program work plan evaluadons provide space for smaff and
mesmbers o ref

-t o whar we have builn, and where we have fallen shors

Living in the “belly ol the beast” and in a media capital of the world, where
so much of our “individual-freedom-based” popular culture is generared, we
have large obstacles te organizing for the collective good. I is important thar
we de media and cultizal work thar tells stories that shift our consciousness
abour the imporance of che fighe for justice and what's worth fighting fac.
In this way, our video prajects such as Enting Welfare and Chinatown i Nat
For Sufe have been imporaant
wools for community dislogue.

s

In the inrerests of our communicies, we must ambrace-—as our
hoard member emeritus and mentor, Richie Perer. often saideany and ail

wedes. Those of us who focus on grassroots oranizing n nimdgrant corme-
munites never thought we would be dolng vorer education, bur the tines
have called for it Whether ity building our food and sewlng cooperatives,

wrgedng a domestic emplover, fighting for bilingual housing inspectors in

Chinatown, or fighting for language access legislation ac all chy agene
openness to varied tactivs. cultivating new skills, and developing relasion-
ships with organizacions with a range of expertise Iy crivical,

MNot ondy are we rrving o change the systems of socieny, we are wy-
ing to change ourselves and our relationships o cach other so char we feel a

greater sense of balance, connecredness and commusiry, This requires cach

of us w0 do work on our own capacity for compassion and sellhavwareness.
Orer Organizer-in-Training Program emphasizes developing refationships
between people that build comemunity and reflecting on our ows pracrice as
crisical parts of organizing.

There s no shormge of resources needed o swengthen

dice movernent a2 whole, We

WVAAY or the social

started Asian Resistance Media as a space [or Asian acrivists and prolession-

als who ate interested in supporting grassroors organizing o con rribruee cheir
resources to help lift and support our osganizing projects. Thelr conribu-
tions Irave had the greatest impact when they were paec of o straregy drbven
by CAAAVs community organizing programs. ARM's work, in coordination
with  communiry-based
arganizing, has increased
the impact of CAAAYS
campalgns  through e
source development, the
wely, publicattons and di-
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While one of our soughest balancing o

afttance building and base-building suse happen togethen After all, & move-

S8, WL ['{;‘f.‘{}gl']ii{.l;‘ El!_'& 3

ment is constituied by people so we must prganize. erganize, organize. And

as prople join rhe struggle, we must make sure thag they see themselves as
part of building a broader movemenr for change. We muse wace each and
every struggle to cheir roor causes and thelr expressions in other commu-
aities. around the world, and connect with those whe are oiganizing lor
change. CAAAV is a part of meny national and local networks and alliances
and has always seen this work as central.

¥om 21] ar

Someone has already atempted o answer e
question we come actoss-—somerimes thats apparent and sometimes we
take it for granted. We should do our best o draw lessons from past experi-
ences, recognize where work has been done that we build upon, as well as
appreciate thar conditions ase constantdy changing. W are [roud to be a
pare of & history of strong Asian women organtzers in particulap- toundad
20 veaes ago by two members of Qrganizadon of Astan Women. We proudly
continue o carry forward 2 radition of women's leadership.

We believe In the leadesship of working-class aned poor peo-
pie i our communities. We have programming thac suppors that leadership
to grow in ali ol eur program aseas, in differenr ways, Ouy Sammer Instlouce

5, our Asian Wonmens
Organizing and Leadership Iastinutes build confidence of Astan domestic

in the Bronx traing Southeast Asian youth organtz

workers to organize and our Chinatown Summer Youth Program teains new
vouth organizers in the fight against gensrification and displacement. There
are pumersis expressions of leadership and we should encourage develop-
ment of the endre range, Our members are grear listenery, suateglsts, men-

cars, support, public speakess, mediators, facilicators, and recruiters—atid
PE

they all have differen:
styles.

Chganizations hold memories. experience and lessons, Ies imporang o
build organizations thae are sustainable so that they sre around w0 hold diag
bistary and are relevant so we can build upon it Susiainable organizations
are supperted by members and members resources, and grow aca pace thag
parailely the growth and depeh of the organizing,

We are abways learning, and abways in a process of change,
Everyone in our organization carries responsibiliy, and needs suppor and
auidance in meeting those respossibitiries with confidence. As much as pos-
sible we should have mechanisms of support and mentorship for evervane in
the organization, regardiess of how long they've leeny around or how much
experlence they have in a particular area.

The more we build with ether organizagons, the more we
realize that we share simifar questions or challenges, A few years ago, we be-

gan doing exchanges with our allies where our leaders and members would

B

share our work and swuggles, These garherings

Ipedt us strengelien

our organizing methods, broaden our perspective, and deepen our analysis.

One reason why we created che CAAAY Voige yrars ago was 1o document
and share our work, so that we can collectively benelir from the lessons,

There is poweefid learning in every struggle, every organiza-
tion, every movement, and often in the most unexpected places. Openness
to learning from different traditions of organizing and movementc-building
is cricical ro building o another fevel of power. In
recent years, CAAAV has sent members to Seurh
Africa, Brazil, Chile, Venereels, Mexico, Kenya.
Hong Kong, and Indiz, to fsarn from movemenes
in other parts ol the workd, and build relationships
with prganizatons doing pasallel work,




Many victories are hard o see because they are the ground

ar we stand on, but we should ke die tme w acknowledge 2ad celebrate

i’ht’ victories, because they provide a sense of hope. courage and i inspiration

i difficuls simes:
The Wornen Workers Project of CAAAY started arganizing Filipina
darmestic workers in 1998, and since then...

- workers,

e Won over STHLO0D in unpaid wages for Asian Jormest

+ Fsrablished the frst Aslan Women's Leadership Training Program for
dormestic workers.

» Became staffed by 2 domestic worker.

= Jounded Doreessic Workers Uinired (W

L an srganization of NYC
Caribbean, Latinag and African domestic workers.

» Along with IYWEL a5 pare of the NY Domestic Workers Justice Coali-
riony, ]"]tl]'}i_d to pass unprecedented New York Chy legislasion promot-
ing rights and dignity for domestic workers and is organizing Jor a
statewide Domeste Workers Bill of Righus, including a living wage and
basie heatth coverage,

The Youth Leadership Project, started in 1994, has...

o Established an annual Summer Inssiaiee ol organizing skills and kead-
ezship development for Southeast Asian vouth, which inciudes con-
ducting a summer day camp for Southeast Astan children.

* Became staffed by a graduare of a pllor progeam conducied in 1993,

+ Tought for. and won, the preservation of bilingual services in the local
lhealch clinie.

+ Secured language access for Southeast Asians ar the focal wellare

Center.

o Established a precedentsetting center for non-English spesking par-
ents at the local school disurier o gain information abowt thetr chil-
dren’s cducation.

o Obtained funding From the loeal schiool districr to run 2 Sowsheast
Aslan Achicvement Progrant.

o Advocated for dozens of Southeast Asian voudh in the criminal Justice
ays1oT, %n{:li:ding preventing the dﬁ:p{)i'mii{m of those who were not
clzizens,

The Chinatown Justice Project, started in 199%. has..

° Orpanized with tenants, ven-
dors and youth against gen-
tilication and displacement

in Chinaravn which led to a quadrupling i the number of hilingual

Chinese CLOTS,

o Preserved dozens of low-income beusing unics [rom bascless evictions.
o i

ing over 1008 fow-Income residenss of Chinarown,

houstng ing

ablished she Chinasown Tenans Unlon, 2 unigue voice represent-
o advocare and

organize fur the preservacion of Chinatown for the working people of

Chinatown.

ile varied smong dilferent groups, cach Asian community has an experi-
ence that teaches us abour the history and nasure of (LS. sociery, and the
history t)t oppression thar 108 based on. ks no accident thar dhe ‘mndel
minerin” myth was promoted inside the .8 while key Asisn navions were

developed by the U250 as “tgens” o help freilicare V.S, economic interests

“elobal city

in the region, Nor is it an sccident thar in roday’s G0 are
tracked botl into high-leve] services such as corporaze law and invesrment
banking, o the same time that they are tracked into low-wage services such

and our {'.(‘}QEE'iE)LI{iOH i i}iffléii‘,g @ S0~

as nail salos work. In erder to undersr

cial change movement thas bas the power w create “anacher world,” we need
to liave an analysis of our communities, the role we play in the cconemy and
sochery--—as wail as the role our nations of erigin play in the world,

CAAAY secks w lift the voices of tenants in Chinatown, the Southeast Aslan
COMUIaY, and Asian domestic workers, connecting them o vaices lor
justice zround the world, to help open doors o "snother wosdd”

are o reflection of the hard work-—o
cined sialf, the
5, and the generosity

cie iﬁ’.i(;ﬂiicm of our members

po.iience ane fry lidarity of cur allis

af aur mentors an U"){)G%’%E,i’o over the years
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DURING THE LS. INVASION of Vier

nasm in the 1970s, ar the hands of the Khmer

Rouee regime. and later o refugse camps in
=l e o §
e 198805, millinns of Victnamess and Cam-

bodizn people endured malnutrition, srs

rion, forced Iaborn torure, and loss ol family

and friends. Twenty vears after being resertded

into the Nordvwest Broms, New York's largest
concentration of Viermamese and Cambodian
refigees continue o bear the erpotional and
physical scars feft by thelr war sorn past.

These past experiences and present day
scars have eroded the physical health of Cam-
hodian and Viernamese community mem-
bers. Many complain ol chronic aches and
paing. EHabetes and high blood pressure are
commonly seported ailments,

Eeually troubling are the lingering eftects
of the communitys histoties on the menzal
heatth of mefugees. Images of the awocitles

of war and displacement llood their memo-

ries and rorment their dreams. Many war
survivors have trouble sleeping, terrorized by

nightmares or haunted by visiens and ghosts,

The Southeast Asian cormmunity in the
Broas seck healtheare focally, ar a savelfiee
clinic governed by Montefiore Medical Cen-
ter. Flowever, hnguage barriers and the fail-

ure of medical stafl o link the commuaitys

prevailing heatth conditlons o traumas expe-

rienced two decades age ofien lead ro inad-
equare healdh care,

The Youch Leadership Preject is partner-
ing with NYU's Vietnamese Comomunizy
I.\

these health conditions and idently the come

aith Initative 1o systematicatly document

munitys vision for compeehensive healeh care.

Also, YLI I using a questionnaire developed

by the Flarvard Program For Refugee Trauma
o investigate the impact of past crauma on

the communisy’s present mental healeh stase.

This ground-breaking needs as

will expose war and forced digplacement as
root causes of the communinys current heakth

(S

from Monrefiore. Through conducting in-
terviews with the adult and etderly members, |
YLP wilf record their stories as part ol an oral |

history exhibit, set to debur in May.

For this generation of Ametican-born and |

and preserving these sroties sirengthen fner-
senerarional bonds and facititaze a journey 1w |

SREEFIERL

s and demand a War Surviver’s Program |
!

raised vouth exganivers, the pracess of shasing |

their fong forgotren past, Understanding theic

legacy as the afterniath of 2 US-led military
invaston wilt fuel YLPs demanid for account-
ability, Channeting the necessary attention
and resources ino his communiny which,
stitt suffering from a war iv did noe choose to
fighs, is a frst step toward a path of healing

and recovery,

AS 2007 BEGINS, the Chinatown Justice
Projest (1) continues to grow in numbers,
white CIFs campalgns for language access
and against genurificarion comtinue w gain in
serength.

The Chinatowsn Tenant Uniew {CTU),
a project of CJP since 2003, siov a jump in
membership o 94 members and gained 1,200
supportess in 2006,

Several CTU campaigns alse picked up
momentum in 2006 and condnue into 2007,
With the help of the C
and 61 Delancey Streer in Manhattan's Chi-

1, rvesidents ar 55

natown have organized to fighe for repairs, re-
spece, znd an end to forcad and baseless evic-
tions. Their landiord had previously evicted
almost half of the old renants—mosdy Chi-
nese—when he bought the butlding in 2001
and has been trying fo evice many ol dhe ten-
ants who have remained. He also has 2 hissory
of ignoting tenants’ requests for repairs, wich
the resulr that renanes often live with no heas,
ot water, of electricly and broken cellings
and bathrooms.

Before she CTU began organizing the rwo
buildings on Delancey Street, tenants wete
often afraid o challenge their fandlord. Wich
e help of CTUL however, tenants have orga-
nizect meetings with him and have forced him
to agree o make all repaizs and o end base-
less evictions. In a neighborhood that iy rap-
idly genifying, the campaign at 33 and 61
Delancey has shows that tenants, if unived,
can flght displacement and berter their tving
conditions,

The CTU is also working with tenanss
fiving at 81 Bowery, one of the tast single
resident eccupancy buildings tn Chinatown
and one ol the lew wuly affordable housing
options in the neighborhood. o fight lorced




i

evictions and for healthy bving conditons.
The tenants, mostly low-wage workers, pay
on average 3400 per month o five in single
raoms, aften two-To-a-room.

CiT? Is also 2 member of a coalidon thas
fights for heousing justice. As part of che
ciry-wide Communities for Flousing Faual-
ity Coalitdon thar inclides the Urban Jusdce
Cenzer, Make the Road by Walking, and the
New York Inumigration Coalition among oth-
ers, CfP has been working hard to ensure chat
residents wheo do not speak English have ace

LHEEEU - o _

cess to ity services. CIP found rhay Chines
tenants often dow’t repore housing vielations
o the City's Deparrment of Housing, Pres
ervation, and Devclopment (HPD)—many
are not even aware that 4 city agency exists to
help them wich dheir housing needs and con-
cerns. Currently, CIP continues to work wich
the coalition on introducing and passing cwy
fegisfazion thar would requite MPD o pro-
vide services, from translation of documenss
ro hiring inspectors, tn multiple languages.

STLY, OUR WORK HAS WON us

some exciting victories, The Women Workers

RECHE

Project Justive Clinic brings forward cases of
exploited Filipina domestic workers and hag
shown what s possible when workers eaite
and organize. Nancy, one of our members,
worked as 1 domestic worker for three vears
for fourteen hours a day, six davs a weel, and
earned 32 an howr without overtime pav.
After more than a vear of advocacy, Nancy
wor a $99.000 serdement. Another member,
Windy, recentdy received more than £35.000

in back wages after winning a case against her
empiovers who paid her a mere 3200 a week
for working over 100 hours.

On September 30, 2006, the Women
Warkers Project held our annual Asian Wom-
en’s Organizing and Colural Night, acended
by members of the domestic worker corrimu-
aity, and our allies, Friends and family who

support the strugale. At the event, Ms. Nim
Asuncion gave 2 compeliing speech abourt her

expetience working for 3 vears, § monhs on

Park Avenue. Ms. Asuncion suffered verbal
abuse on a daily basisy; the consant yeiiing
and being the rarger of newspapers, a vase,
and a boule of mustard theown at her. She
even painted a pen in Ms, Asuncion’s eye and
pushed ber. On Avgust 8, 2004 hes emplover

Founded in 1986, CAAAY (alse known as Commitlee Against Anti-Asian Viclencel
organizes across diverse poor and working-class Asion immigrant communities in New
York City to build community power and sfrengthen the broader movement tor racial,
economic and global juslice, CAAAY is a volunteer-driven organization led by members of
U progradm dreas.

CHINATOWN JUSTICE PROJECY

Uniting low-income residents and youth for
affordable housing, preservation ol pubtic
space, and an end to disptacement caused by
genirification.

WOMEN WORKERS PROJECT

R——

§

particularly domestic worker
hours, low wages and Etle p
workplace, '

¢ YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROJECT

Organizing young people and adulis in

the Vielnamese and Cambodian refugee
community of the Bronx for immigrant rights
and racial justice, white creating aiternatives
o povearty.

ASHAN RESISTANCE MEDI
Incraasing the visibility of A
struggles so that a broader
communily can begin 1o idef
suppori them, through new
pofitical education and cuitural &

VISIT THE CAAAYV WEBSITE: ¢
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pushed her with greater foree and she realized
that she must leave because the abuse would
only escalare. Ms. Asuncion courageously
spoke out about her experience at the WWP
Organizing and Cultwral Night and exposed
the explottation endured by domaestic workers
globally, pointing out the dire need w orga-
nize for just laws.

WP and Ms. Asuncion met with Urlan
Justice Center (UJC) and New York Universi-
ty Immigrant Righes Clinic (NYUIRC to as-
sess her options and she decided tw go forward
and seek justice so that “what happened to me
should not happen again.” Niws case was filed
in federal court Friday, November 17, 2006
Nita is currently fghting for juscice and back-
wages wialing neatly $§304.000.00. She hopes
thar by pursuing the case, she will encourage
other demestic workers whe are being abused
and working under explottative conditions w

also speak oot for justice.
Women Workers Project contnues the
tireless Ffight ro improve the working condi-
tions of Asian women 0 collectively creare al-
rertatives 1o swearshop conditions and assert
pur Lasic vight to fve and work in peace, with
dignity and respect wherever we are,
FAIR LABOR STANDARDS FOR DOMESTIC
WORKERS

In the fight for demestic worker
Womten Workess Project works In coslition
Domestic Workers United {(DWU),
and the other members of the NY Domestic

‘orkers Tustice Coalition, which is engaged in
a statewide campaign ta pass a Bill of Righes

ilgtice,

with

Far domastic workers
in New Yorl Swae,
win respece ane falr la-
o stancards. FF passed
inte law, all domestic
workers will he offi

legl i che
debinigion of “emgploy-
ee,” and will have pro-
FTE)ITI

cially inclus

teCrions thitjust

Firing, access o health
&

vacation,

liolidas

care,
paid

paid
togal

rermination. Lase year

we won the suppot
of the Black, Latino
and Asian Legislative

Caueus and p‘mul the “Domestic \\am;\cs\
Bl of Rights” i the Assembly Labor Com-
mitces, With renewed determination on the
part of vur members and coalition parzners,
anel the change in the administration, we look
forward o fast movernent this session. In the
mezntime we are planning a series of events
and actions ro vrganize and build the move-
ment for dignity and respect, and o end slav-
ery once and for all!

REAL LEGALIZATION PROGRAM

T the broader fight for justice for our com-
munities, Women Workers Project works as
part of Immigrant Communities in
Action (ICA), 2 coalition which bas
successfully  united communiiies ia
Queens 1o have a voice in the immi-
gratinn debare, As part of LCA, WP
is erganizing the Aslan community fos
a real legalization program and to con-
test dungerotss measures that crimtnal-
ize immigrants and milicarize the bor-
der, [CAY demands include:

1. Broad legaiization and ne guest
worker programs

2. lmpreved  family reunification
opportunities for all

3. Reduced detention, deportation,
an] mifiearization ar the bowder

4. Equal rights for all workers and
conumzs!ir%cw, 5

ter driver’

including  ace
s Hicenses

3, Mo compliance o the REAL
£ Act

VOICING [IMMIGRATION POLICY DE-
MANDS T0 THE UNITED NATIONS

The fighe for true justice happens on
masny fevels and in many plices, in-
cluding on our sweees, in the courts,
in Albany, an Capitel Fill and ar the

sick days, and notice of

The Unired Nadons
Level Dindogue on Managed Migration &
Development (UNHLD ther ook place
fast Sepeember 1315 20806, examined “he
multi-dimensional aspeces of international
migration and development,” i order bring
together governments and NGO 1o s
Lhow ¢ “maximize benefirs” and minimize

Unired MNations. [igh-

'g[!.l;‘

negative Umpacts on wigrant workers globaliy
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LOCATION:

In the Home of the National Black Institute of Action Arts
2031-33 Maotional Black Theatre Way

Al Fifth Avenue [Between 126%™ & 127" Sireets)

Harlem, NY 10035

PERFORMANCES BY:

- Singer and songwriler, Vienna Teng

« Slar of musicdl theater, Aileen Payumo

+ Gamelan Bharma Swara Baiinese Dance Troupe
- Praying Mantis Martial Arts Institute Lion Dancers

HOSTED BY DEEPA FERNANDES
$56 TICKET INCLUDES DINNER

FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION:
ourrcoisgrowdeep@caaav.org
718.220.7391 x21
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