


Dear CAAAY Voice Readers,

First, we are pleased to announce that we have changed our name! The
“Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence is now CAAAV: Organizing
Asian Communities to reflect twelve years of growth and struggle.

it T S

In this issue we respond to New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani's . «%ﬁ&%‘%&
" cen : : : - : e

Quality of Life” Campaign--which has brought him to national promi- *%;ﬁ;ﬁ%&
nence—t0 expose i anti-immigrant, racist, homophobic, pro-corporate
foundations, While promoted as a universally beneficial campaign, it
must be understood as a broader right wing move in ULS, pelitics which
despises labor, attacks wetfare, public services, the poot, and people of

color and increases the polarization between rich and poor,

From our work in different program areas—the Racial Justice
Commitiee, the Women Workers Project, and the Youth Leadership
Project—we draw examples of ways that particular Asian immigrant
comsmunities are affected by these policies and attacks from the tight in
general. We discuss the NYPD's attacks on working class Asian youth,
the city agencies that act as "border patrol” protecting white "native”
Little Traly and Soho from Chinatown merchants, the collusion of the
police and a city legal team 10 harass and abuse Asian sex workers while
profitting on the side, the cuts in and privatization of public services that
are devastating poor communities, '

In addition, it's been a busy sumfner for CAAAV organizing: catch
up on the YLP's Summer Institute and its campaign for equal access to
health care at Montefiore Family Health Clinic in the Bronx; R¥'s work
with Chinese youth, and WWP's outreach to Filipina and Korean women
workers. CAAAV's projects show how Asian immigrant communities
are resisting Giuliani's repressive policies and making ways for change.

As always, stay in touch and send us your feedback.

In Struggle,

The Editorial Collective
Ocmbé::’r_' 1998

" Founded in 1986, CARAY ryanizes New Yotk City’
- tommaunities o fight for system
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Reduced crime, safer streets, higher educational standards, more jobs, and
polite New Yorkers. Sounds good. Al we needis...

Public parks under 24-hour covert surveillance. Police shooting youth of
color in the back., Street vendors unjustly ticketed and harassed by law
enforcement officers. lllegal searches and arrests of youth of color. Armed
police in our schools, Low-income neighborhoods contained by police barri-
cades and officers who ask residents for their green cards, Criminalization of
social spaces for lesbians, gays, and transgendered people, The elimination of
open admissions fo public higher education. Welfare recipients forced into
hazardous workfare assignments which replace education or joh training

opportunities and fead to absolutely no jobs.
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Framing the "Broken
Window" Theory

These are all components of Mayor
Giulianis "Quality of Life” campaign,
which ostensibly s geared towards
improving the lives of all New Yorkers.
The “Quality of Life” campaign is based
on sociclogist James Q. Wilson's “broken
window™ theory: if a window is broken,
passersby will think no one cares and in
time a few will begin throwing rocks to
break more windows. The mayor argues
that cracking down on minor offenses will
prevent bigger crimes. However, his cam-
paign's programs and their consequences
are nmch more far-rezching than revealed
in this deceptively simple explanation.

Giulianl & wying fo convince New
Yotkers that improving our "quality of life"
is worth curbing our civil rights and relin-

‘quishing government responsibilities to

state social control and privale business.
The consequences have been imncreased
police brutality and killings of people of
color and the removal of a safety net for the
homeless and the unemployed, the abare
donment of free quality education for all,
and the continued pervasiveness of mstitu-
tional tacism.

CPR for the Police

Steeped in rhetoric stressing civility
and respect--the New York Police
Department's slogan is “CPR: Courtesy,
Professionalism, and
Giuliam's Quality of Life campaign pro-
motes businesses and tourism by creating
a heavily policed environment which
selectively criminalizes commumities
which are poor, immigrant, and of colorn
Equated with the national "war on crime”,
Giuliani's campaign is 2 product of the
rightward tread in U.S. politics: impos-
ing greater social control to meet the
needs of big business, while withdrawing
government support for the poor.

During Gioliani's two mayoral terms,
police presence has increased overall in the

“¢ity. In the last four years New York City

has feceived over $400 million in funding
under the 1994 Federal Crime Biil. This
money is being used to increase the New
York Police Department to a recond 40,000
officers. Furthermore, as part of the
mayor’s Quality of Life strategy, Giulian
has consolidated police power and imple-
mented “zero tolerance policing”™ which
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Respect™ |

directs street patrol officers to be rnoré vig-

crinies. While commumnily members want
drugs and crime out of their neighbor-
hoods, they are then subject to illegal
searches, selzures,
police. The NYPD plots ot their assanlts
like a miltary campaign with COMP-

¢ STAT, which uses computer mapping 1o

track crime statistics, pinpoint "unusual”
activity, and deploy officers,

Giuliani justifies his heavy-handed
policing tactics by taking credit for a 40%

decrease in overall crime. However, New

York (ity crime rates have been decreus-
ing since Muavor Dinkins’ tenure, and,

coinciding with the end of 2 national reces-

sion, crime rtates also have been falling in

other major 11.S. cities. In fact, Giuliani’s |
Quality of Life campaign begdn leSt as

Wall Street ralfied, leading to imiprove-
ments 1n business and tourism, and private
Business Improvement Districts were hav-
ing their greatest impact in cleaning up the
clty’s most visited commercial areas.
While private businesses profit and
Guulian’s policing strategy i3 embraced

cost without the benefits. Accompanying
the 8% drop n crime during the first thiee
months of 1998, there was a 24% increase
in complaints against NYPD officers filed
with the Civilian Complaint Review Board
(i.e. 264 more complaints) as compared (0
the same period last year. According to the
city comptroller’s office, brutality <laims
tripled over this decade,
claims against NYPD officers have alse

risen from $19.5 million n 1996 to $27.3

million 1n 1997,
Quality of Whose Life?
class of the city with his Quality of Life

campaign, Giuliant has done little to
address the increasing poverty rale—now

at 27%, twice the national average—and |
Decent job oppor- _
U Assanlted by Officers outside his High

rising unemployment.
tunities are few since, as m nmny US.
urban centers, there has been @ shift in
New York City from an industrial econo-
my to that of a polarized low-paying ser-
vice and high-paying technology aad
finance economy. Poor education, the
resuit of g fuiling public education sys-
tem, and pervasive diseriminagtion have

| made “high skill"
tlant about enforcing minor violations amd
urges detectives to guestion suspects in
custody abont i wide array of uarelated
- ple on welfare by 320,000, to 780,000, but
made Hite cffort for people to find real
- work. Thoe receiving F«nmiy Assistance,
and brutality by the |

Payments for |

jobs unattainable for
most people of color,

Meanwhile, following the national
trend, Giuliani reduced the namber of peo-

often mothers with’ young . children, are
forced into the Work Experience Program
("workfare™) to do hazardous, dead-end
jobs. Recent sumdies show that welfare
recipients had a Detter chance of securing
liveable-wage jobs prior to the implementa-
tion of workfare. Work{are prevents recipi-
ents from participating in educational and

job skills programs that enable them to
¢ enter the job market, Clearly, workfare has
| been a right-wing tactic for punishing the

poot and driving them off of welfare rolis.
“The Youth Leadership Project (YLP) _
has been working closely with Southeast

‘Asian workfare workers, YLP has found
tl1at not one of them has found work since |
“the program began, while many have had
their benefits smppuj for having tesisted ..
pnensonable work &e‘nﬁnments

Despite the need for improved, accessic
ble public educatiou to enable people to -

. get decent jobs, the mayor's response has -
nationwide, most New Yorkers bear the |

been to cut $1.6 billion from the NYC pub-
1ic s¢hools' budget, while granting $1.5 bil-
ion in tax bresks to corpoiations, real
estate, angl private basinesses. Per pupil

. spending s at an all-time low. (Ironically,
i Giuliani proposed conducting civility

classes in public schools.) The number of
16- toi9-yr-olds who have dropped out of
schicol and are now asnemploved in New
York City s twice the national average,
And Giultani supporied abolishiag open
admissions ot CUNY, making it even hard-
er for working class vouth of color to
obtaia a college education. While the bnd-
get of the Youth Services Department was

- cut by 315 million in 1996, the NYPD
While targeting thie poor and working |

spent an estimated 310 mililon on policmg
yvouth, Giuliani placed armed police offi-
cers it 128 public schools and recently
sticceeded  in getting the Board of
Fducation to relinquish its school safety
program to the NYPD. {see "Youth

Sefhiool” in "Local Incidents™] It 18 1o coin-
cidence Hiat 1 in 14 youths are arrested
annually by the NYPD. {see "Working
Class Youtll Targeted.” page 3}

Another aspect of Ginliant's response
to the pressing socioeconomic problems
facing the city 1s an attermpt to dismantie,
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by privatization or culs in funding, of |
¢ are nof strong advocates of the legal

institntions that often comprise part of
the safety net for the poor. Public clinics
and hospitals suffered severe cutbacks in
funding. Meanwhile, Giuliaui pushed for
privatization of public hospitals, putting
the most financially sound hospitals vp
for sale. In the face of tising arrests, he
slashed by 30% the budget of the Legal

Aid Society, a strike not only at quality |
tegal defense of the poor, but alse at |
workers, |

unionized public service

Meanwhile, Giuliani gencrously finded |

"green card” on their own block to being
trapped in low-wage, dangerous jobs and
substandard housing. High profile "quali-
ty of life" campaigns use law-and-order to
attack the most volnerable targets while
covering over underbying socloeconomic
problems. The quality of life for people of
color is deteriorating as a privileged few
reap the benefits of such oppression and
. exploitation. Only through organized mul-
tiracial efforts can we begin (o take cé_mtrol
over our streets, our Iabor, our sexuality,
our schools, and onr Hves,

severai other nonunionized groups, who

rights of the poor. but are eager (o com-
pete for public dollurs. Maneuvers such
as these not only hurt the most vulnera-
ble in New York City, but also are a |
windfall for private interests who get |
city and other public funding for fnlfill-
ing these functions without being
accomtable to the public,

The Criminaiizé{;ion and oppression of
people of colo, especially immigrants, i |
systemic—irom being told to show their
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“RJC Focuses on Police Brutality

againsi Chinese Youih

The Racial Justice Commnittee (RIC)

devoted much of its summer to outreach t |
Chinatown youth around the issme of |
police brutality and crisvinalization. Youth
services have been cut drasticaly and |

employment opportumties for youug peo-
ple have gone down while fundiug for the
police and prison systeny have iucreased.

While public areas, such as parks, have
always been coutested terrain for young
peaple, they are increasingly the sites for
ravapant police harassment.

RIC orgauizers outreached to youth i
parks and youth programs in Chinatown to
build support for Nick Szeto, a 24-year-old
Chinese man who was beaten by police
officers in  Brooklyn [see “Local
incidenis”]. They gathered one thousand
signatures on petitions and also encour-
aged youth o come ouf to a September
10th vally in front of Brooklyn District
Attorsey Charles Hynes' new office to
demand that Hynes drop the false charges
against Nick and prosecute the officers
who bratalized him.
campaign, Hyunes has agreed to delay pros-
ecution of Szeto while his office investi-
gates Szeto’s claim of police brutality.

Although the eud of summer means
that seme youth will be heading back to

school, RIC will continue outreaching to
youtl about Szeto's case. Through police |

brutality workshops this summer, RIC
met many young people who are con-
cersed with the issue of police violence.
For the rest of the year, RIC will coutinue
to advocate for survivors of police brutal-

ity and to organize youth to fight racist
i hours. When Montefiore brought in the

law enforcement in Chinatown.

YLP Youth

The Youth Leadersliip Project {(YLEF)

had au exiremely busy and challenging

summer.  Along with the 1998 Summer
Institute training for new organizers and its
annual day camp for children in the com-
munity, YLP also sustained an active com-
munify organizing campaign throughout
the summer,

YLP continued its campaign Tor
Vietnamese and Cambodian translators—
to  increase accoumtability af  the
Montefiore Family Health Clinic in the
Bronx and to resist the corporatization of
health care for poor, inper-city residents.
[see CAAAY Voice, Spring 08, p4] In
August, YLP and Southeast Asian commu-
nity members marched mto the Office of

i Civil Rights {OCR) to protest a meeting
As a result of the

that 1t was haviug with Montetiore that
excluded comnnmity members, The pro-
testers succeeded in getting a meeting with
OCR director Michael Carter. Reversing
an earlier stance, Carter promised o dis-
cuss their findings and recommendations
with the community.

Later that month, YLP eangaged in a
civil disobedience {sit-in) action at the
Montefiore clinic. Demanding a meeting
with the president, patiests, children,
concerned community members, and
YLP vouth organizers, trainees, and vol-
unteers occupied the clinic for four

police (and a paddy wagon) to make
arrests, the profesters waited until the
first warniug and then stormed out
together to join the cheering demonstry-
tors outside, The action increased com-
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At the third annwal communily
svent on August 29, YLP'S trganlz-
13, trainges, and voluntgars serve
food during the intermission.

munity and external support and put
Meontefiore "on notice”--resulting I a
noticeably guicker response to Southeast

Asian patients’ needs at the clinic, While !

the Office of Civil Rights continues to
investigate Montefiore for Title IV ¢ivil
rights viclations, YLP & working with
the community to step np pressure,
Meanwhile, the youth organizers and
frainees  organized the 3rd

heard: our struggle of the past, present, and
future,” also held in August, Preparations
included developing a slide show docu-
menting - the histories of struggles and
resistance of the Souteast Asian commuy-

nity based on interviews conducted and .

granslated into Vietnamese / Cambodian /
English, practicing Vietnamese and
Camboedian dance performances, complet-
ing community swrveys on poverly,

doing outreach and getting donations,
coordinating volunteers, cooking food to
seli, and preparing informuation booths for
the event. Al the hard work and dedica-

tion paid off. The community event filled
the hall—and the event was highly praised |

by all who attended.

YLP is also beginning a campaign to
organize Southeast Astan workfare moth-
CAAAV VOICE
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annual |
Southeast Asian conunnnity event, “Voices |

ers. Under the Giuliani regime, many of
the women in the community have been
forced to work for thewr welfare checks.
They are usually assigned to jobs which
don't allow for adeguate child care, violate
the city’'s own occupational health and
safety regulations, and offer no job skills
training. Some of the youth organizers
have been advocating for workfare work-
ers throughout the year. Along with link-
mng up with existing organized efforts, YLP
will be launching an organizing project
this winter.

WWP QOuireaches to Asian
Women Workers in the Informal
Service Sector

In the current global economy, Asian
women's labor is a commedity in high

employment, and welfare, and organizing demand. Manufacturing runs off to set up

the information with graphic presentations, | shop in nations where cheaper labor may

be found. Meanwhile, Asian women
migrate to the 1.5, in search of a means to
support families in their home countries
where focal economies have been decimat-
ed by debts to international lending corpo-
rations and decades of U.S. military
aggression. The Women Workers Project
(WWPF) has been focusing on Asian immi-
grant women workers in New York City

who work in the informal service sector
and are particularly vulnerable to employ-
ers because of mmmigration status, crimi-
nalization, sexual harassment and assault,
isolation and poverty, as well as violence

. by the INS, police, and other law enforce-
! ment institutions,

WWP has focused its outreach and
organizing efforts on Korean massage par-
lor workers and, more recently, Filipina
domestic workers. In addition to provid-
ing some legal advocacy for massage par-
lor workers, WWP has been conducting
English classes in a Korean massage par-
lor in Manhattan. The classes serve to
both provide practical information -and
English language skills, and bring out
tssues of violence and other working con-
ditions. Many of the challenges facing
women working in massage parlors stem

from both their criminalized status as

workers (and often a$ undocumented
immigrants), . becduse. of - racist law
enforcement and immigration policy, and
stigmatization from the Korean communi-
ty at large. Filipina domestic workers are
also primarily undocumented and isolated,
due to their restrictive, live-in situations,
WWP has recently launched a project
where workers gather monthly to discuss
and strategize around issues which they
have identified as myost pressing. - .
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Mrs. O's Rapist Convicled

As we go to press, Joon He Chin was
convicted of rape in the first degree by a
Queens County jury. :

On October 15, 1997, 2
raped In Queens,
employer and immigration sponsor. The
Justice for Mrs, O Coalition, led by mem-
bers of CAAAV, formed to ensure that the

Queens District Attomey’s office prosecute

the case to the fullest extent of the taw.
[see CAAAV Voice, Spring 98, p.4]
After months of pressure from the

Coalition and comnumity members, the |
case against Mrs, O's rapist was heard by 4

grand jury. The per| petrator, Joon Ho Chin,
was . mdzcted for .rape. and
assault i April 1998, Since
then the Coalltlon has reoiga-
nized under the leadership of.
other community ofganiza-
tions—Rainbow Center, Korean
American  Family  Service
Center, Korean Exposure and
Education Program, and Korean
American Women's Association—
to form the Ad Hoo Coalition - -
for Korean Rape - Survivors =
along with CAAAV. The Ad
Hoc Coalition, with the sup-

EARRY members and s1aff, nchifing VEP
organizers, showed thelr support on huly
23, 1398 far a rafly and march profesting
00 years of US. colonisfism and
demanding independence for Puerte Rics.
CARAY marched with other Asian activists
te demonsirate Asian soligarity,

CAAAY VOICE FALL 102908

Korean |
woman, known publicly as "Mrs. Q" was
New York, by fher !

port of other groups, continued to moni-
tor the D.ACs handling of the legal case
and conducts community  education
around issues of rape and sexual assault
i1 the Korean community.

The courage of the survivor and the
work of the community organizations,

have been instrumental in beginning a |
public discourse on rape and sexual |

assault in the Korean community locally
and nationally,

City-Wide Coalition Expands Work

Against Police Brutality

Established in late 1996, the NYC
Coalition  Against Police

L (CAPB)

Brutality |

joins the forces of grassroots,
L-()IHIﬂUIH[}’—bRStG groups who are fight-
ing police brutality. The founding organi-

- zations — Audre Lorde Project, CAAAY,

Forever in Struggle Together, National
Congress for Puerto Rican Rights, and
Malcolm X Grassroots Movement — serve
African diaspora, Asian, Latino, leshian,
gay, bisexual, two-spirited, and fFansgen-
dered people of color communities.
CAPB just issued its first newsletter “All
Pomts Butletin,” is working on Racial
Justice Day 1999, and 1s planning a city-
wide conference on alternatives to police
in the schools.

Contact CAAAY for more information.
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Summer Interns -~ oo o e _
Tis year's summer inferns hag a ful fwe months, combining program area work with pefitical education ses-
signs erganized by CRARY staff. Pictared here, left b right, are Yeasna Por, Ehun Xis Wang, Thoul Tong, Chhiaya
Shhaom, and fessica Lism.

Hy
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part ol the. ergznzz&fs -grassmts\famfrausmg 8ffazts
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nete specifying size {SAVLAL),
pavable to CAARY,

8n Sanday, huly 26th, we held our first anmual plenic for CAAGY grganiz-
ers and friends at Riverhank State Park Yo celebrate the work we accom-
phished i the past year. Folks from all program areas had a blast gan»
fng handhall, feathall, hanging vut and eating, '

The Racial Justies Committes srganized 2 film sereening and dinner &t CAARY member Xia Wang's
father's restaurant en August 215t to raise funds for CAARY and awarchess for REDS wark in
Chinatown. Catherine Tang and Amy Lee were greal emicess and Ri-jen Poo, DARRY siafl read a
moving peem in memery of Yong Xin Huang,

Women Workers Prefect mendiers calch thelr broath at the WWP Dance Parly
Fundraiser on September 19 at CAAAY member hvistine foe's house in Bragkivn,
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Mewsletter of CAAAY:
Organizing Asian Communities
{9} East 3rd Street

New York, NY 0009

212.473.6485

Fax 212.473.5569

caaav@dti.net
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