


MUCH HAS HAPPENED since the last issue of the Yaice was pub-
lished over a year aga. Hurricane Katring demanstrated to the wortd
that there is a Thirg World within the US—samething that many of
s have known all along. The aftermath of Kotring brought US roc-
ism, particularly anti-Block racism in the South, inta sharp tocus.
And now aos this Yoice is coming to print, Congress is warking o
retorm immigration policy to criminalize our communities, and per-
manenily trap Third World immigranis in o cycle of lear and explei-
lation. The “War on Terror” cantinues; insteod of buitding levees in
New Orleans, or creating living wage jobs for ali, the US continues
to send youih of cotor, inctuding many immigrants, ta fight the war
in lragq. In the wake of this devastation, new oppartunities to build
the movement locally and globaity have opened.

This issue of the Voice begins by toitowing CAAAY mem-
hers on an internationat journey fo the WTD protests in Hong Kong.
Since the creation of the WIO0 ten years ago, dereguiction and
tiheralization in trode policies and privatization have already hod
drarmatic impact on people’s tives atl over the world. Farmers and
pegsonts in the global South are tosing their livelihoods; domestic
agricultural products are unable to compele with cheap lareign
imports Hiooding their markets. Entire industries in the global Sauih
have been torced to shut down as o result of reduced tariits and
incraased competition trom toreign goods. This has led to moss un-
ernployment, paverty and oul-migration ot workers. The US "War
on Terror” has provided both the opportunity and resources for
governments around the world, tike the Phitippines, to use mli-
tary violence to stop grassroots resistance to these irade policies
and the poverty they create. In the opening pages, members shore
their experiences and lessons from movements in Asia,
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in New York City, even os the city commits bitlions of doliars te
tund privote seclor devetopment in lower Monhatten in the nome
of post-B11 "rebuilding,” Chinotown residents work long hours tor
dirt-cheap wages and siruggle against forced eviclions. Fitiping,
Indonesian, ond Maiaysian migrant women work as nannies and
housekespers in on indusiry with virtually no labor protectiens,
while unjust immigrotion poticies target them as "itlegal” and “erim-
inal.” In ibe Neorthwest Brenx, Cambodion and Vietnamese youth,
whose families were obruplly cut from wetiare rolls, seek sweat-
shap lobs in faclories throughout the iri-state area while o racist
criminal justice syster profiles them as “criminals.” Our communily
organizing updates tell these siories and the tighis tor dignity and

jushice being waged 1n responsa.

Locally, this issue of the Vaice locusges in on Chinatown,
NYC. No tonger on imminent, political threal, Chino is now a key
plover in the global ecanomy. the newest, deepest pool ot profit sto-
ien from the lurgest poot of human labor. The moinstredm media
dehumonizes globalization in Ching by running countiess stories
on the US. trade deticit with Ching and the non-sustainability of
China's economic growth, We examine the human cost ot these
breader economic torces right here in our Cily, highlighling the
struggles of immigranis in Manhettan's Chinatown--street vendors
wha must tight for the right fo work and warking-class tenants who
must light for the right fo stay in their own community,

We remain i a period of disaster, war, exploitation, and
cppression, However, there is a world of struggte, hope and re-
sistance--both beyond our borders and down the block--that in-
spires us to continue to tell {he paratlel ond connecled staries of
oppressed communities, and work to build the movement.
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THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION (WO held s sixch
migisrerial meeting o conclude the Doha mound of negotiadions on
cember 2003, CAS
sands of migrant workers, peasangs, rrade usieniss, envionmentabise,
oot the WECET Our
goals were sor T Lears about the impacs of “globalization” and the
W i

from all over the warld who oppose i 2. Share and exchange our

trade policies i HMong Kong i D Y jeined thou-

vourl and students in Hong Kong w sy

It

in the global Seuth. and dwe peoples resistance movements

lohalization

sxpericnces ay comumunites negarivels saceed by g
amel opposed 1w the ever-widening gap betveen the rick and poor
spand A Standd together with the people
v oro the WO

migrants, displaced from our homelands as a diveer resale of unjus

nations and communici

of the world w sy

Many of our members are

trade policies, privarizagon and strseteral adjustment programs
inprosed by international financial institecions, such as the World Bank
i S

ilibe workloree

L the -

and the Inrernarional Monetary Fund. T the Uni

joriey it our commusnicies face expledzation as an in

(}f %('1\‘\" =T

ge workers thar service the wealthy, The LLS also imposes &

form of “structural adjustmens” on communities of color aad the poor
within its own borders more interested tn mitisary spending. the TS
incressingly lails 1o provide for the wellare of s people.

The

fearned is thar the struggle against the WO and globalizarion needs

heme that weaves wgether the many differenr lessons that we

to he waged on the home lront Uldmatedw, iy the local organizing

worltand the building ol an fnternazional alliance from this local work
thar will being about 2 moese juse world. Tniernadional gatberings are

just ene aspect ofa longer-tesm serazegy in the E:ig_ht,

During Peeples Action Weele our people of color delegation was

the fargesy delegation from dhe LL8 e is people ol color communizies
s Bue ar the and- WO pr

Seartle or ar most of the antwar proveses heve ar home, people of color

rhat lrear the braar of L

oo s i

are often overshadowed by white acrivists, Ie was really powerful o be

marching

part of 2 larger contingent of people of color from the UL

with people from the third workd, Belng at che WO proteses rogether
made us realive dhe grear porenrial lor - and mporiance of - building

the movemene here inshe TS, Those of s living in the beily of the
heast need wo engage the siragele against globalization inour foval and
nazicnal work, and connecr 1w the struggles being waged across the

wiohe,

KONG YEE SAL MAU DOWN DOWN WTO!
Protesting the Treaiment of Chinese Workers 12.11.2005

O the eve of the official s

1 of People’s Action Weele, a local Hong
Kong organiuon called Srudents and Scholurs Against Corporawe
Mishehavior [SACOY

Home Koag clothing brand. They seleased a sesearch repert chat

held o protes: againse Giordano, a famous

documents the exploitados of Chiness workers ar Factories used

and owned by Giordano. Chinads accession o the W has been
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SACOM wanred ro call antendan o

devastating to Chinese worke
lwow workers are hars by the W
prazests were held in Flong Kong, workers from wainknd Ching were

() and glebalizaton. Although <he

unable 1o parricipae in the oIty becalse of feay o pe GO,
: !

The People March 12.12.2005

People’s Action Seek officiadly beg

ith a march and raf

anr workers, fanmers and allies from all over Ask

thousands of mig
of solidarity and support for the suuggle

who shared messag
against globalization.
Laree contingents from Indonesia, the Philippines. Korea. India,

ane Thailand Blled our ihe march. There were also contingens from
ours from the United Seawes, The LS

fapan, Tabwan and, of course
congingent spored a hanser that read YLow-wage fmmigrane Workers
——Solideriny” and chanted in English, Canonese, Kevean, aned Spanish.

But— by Far— the contingents tram {nclonesia and the Philippines
dominared the march aad sally. The ranks ol those delegations were

¢ nurnher of migrant workers from thelr countzies

workers, because globalization pelicies have made it impessible for

them to And jobs in their Bome countries Vieeoria Park is one of the

main gachering grounds for migrant domessic workers on their ondy
g : £ s

day off dusing the week {Sundmyd, undreds of indonesian and Fili-

s, shar-

pina domestic warkers congregate in the park and in the sue
ing food, playing cards, Hstening o music and dancing. Because they
have e privace spaces of sheir own. migrant donesiic workers have no
chodce bur to claim these public spaces once 2 week so that they can

connect with people from home.

L5.6. Delegation Low-wage worker exchange 12.14.2005

The US Delegadon hosted a internasgional workers exchange in

Victoria Park. Panelists from our organizagions gave an overview
of the condigons facing migrants in the stges working in the low-
wage service secton A former facrory worker organizing with the

Chinese Progresstve Association of San Prandisco and a Latdna gar

ment worker organizer from the Garment Workers Center in Los
Angeles were on the pancll Althouglh no members from the Wom-
e Work

Project were zbie o mavel with us o Flong Kong due

tr the L we shared 2 letde hic abour our

iminigracion policies,
organizing werk of Filiping, Indonestan, and Malaysian damestic

waorkers. Many were surprised o hear about th

xpoftative conditings

frced by immigrants in the LLS.

Hall of Shame Embassy Hopping Protest 12.15.2005

The Astan Migranos Coardinating Body, an wimbrelia Troup hat

1
OO EHTRCT

organiees Asian migrant don

s in HMong K(J['[g‘_ Misranre
fntersational of the Philippines, and (LY Sudy Commission
for M

consulites of nadons thar exploic migrane wotkers. Prowesters visied

crancs organized 2 consulae hopping protwest rargeting the
ot o

the Nepali, Indonesian, Malsysian, Philippine, and Thai consulates,
as well as the Hong Kong Cenreal Government Olhee and the ULS,

Erodassy, Dack consulste, was issued awards of shame for dheir

sreanment of migrant workers in Hong Kong,

Theprotstscudminaredin Frontafthe USembasse A" Migranes Terror™
Bush. A

AN USA gave a rousing spoech char ener

award was presented o anactor playing George W,

[rom BAY

and represensatives fram New York, Los Angeles, and San Franciseo il

IS v

1 the crowd,

spole in solidarity

Post-People's Action Week

Oy December 18k, People’s Action weel officislly ended with a

march and rally ar the harbor across from the Cenventon Cenrer
There were speeches and songs, and the scagtering ol rose perals fos
0. E

meral fences that enclosed the area w crears 1 syrmbolic reminder of

all the people impacted by the rvone tied red ribbons to

the week-long actions. The mood ar the rally was somber as many of

the ever 1800 prosesters who lad been arrested by dhe police during
ar the Convention Center were sill

the previous evenings protests
being detained. Eventually, ali but 14 of the protesters were released:
the FHong Kong 14, as they cume ro be called, were charged with
unbwfud assesably. Orer the subsequent wee

5, press conferences,

protests, vigils, and hunger suiles were held in Honeg Kong calling
g g . ¢

for the redease of the desained protesters. Sebidariy actions were slso
held across the globe in the Philippines, Korea, Lurope. and here in
the L28. This international solidatity helped lead o charges being
dropped against all but o of the detinees. Actions continue 10
be held in Mong Kong as the trials oy the vwo Korean protestess

commenced in March,




LEIner ol

concuct

human rigns
the UL declarad

“Weir o Ter
1@‘19

- i
Sent

iries o o reglons of i

righis viclations

v leading o the mzin compoeund of Facienda
Luisica, a sugar plasration owned and operased by the former Presi-

dent, Corazon Aguino’ funily — the Cojuanco Family, are covered
with words, “Lupa” or land in Tagalog, painted in the color of blood.

who have Hved and worked

For the peasants and sugar mill work

azions, the land

on the vast grounds of dhe sugar planwaion for

is conter and souree of 1

We |

workers who work in the s

arped abour the stuggle of peasanes who work the land, dhe

v mills and the stong alliance heoween

them through a sevdes of interviows with people whe Bved ata picker

Hr

i i'z'f.mm%ing the white gates. They were the survivers of & massa-

cre commitled on November 16, 2004 by Philippine Natdonal Police

officers, and officials belonging v the highese levels of the Philippine

aovernmenl, including Presidens Arroyo ro stop the workers and pe

anis ai Hacienda Luisica Trom fighdng for their sighs o the land,

higher wages and beres working condidons.

sarers A wior

Thep explained thar several vears ago, under new

union leadership, shey beoan a Fehr for new contracts, Ar the time,
H i bl o

[easants carned 9 Posos, 30 centavos per week. The exchange rase is

G 9d
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1
aurs were only @

pesos o 1 LS dollar, Mos ¢

¢y .
e o hadd

per das i ad et
denied repeatediy §

hoth the

v and the Philip-

DING FOVETIINENL A sined meneniumn, §
fair contract, e
wher G, the workers went on sirike. Six

taved against

co faraily, who whsed s negoriase 2

their leadership, On MNove

davs tarer, the Philippine Natienal Police and dhe As

Philippines opened fire on the striking workers, Ag leaso seven wore

killod, deeens injured, aver 140 arrested, and several wonmen sexually

assatdred by officers. The government explained the massacre by calling

tle serikers “mambers of the New Teoples Ay

Human Rights Violations in the Phitippines and the War on Terror
Sepeember 11ch Presidens Bush declared e Philippine

Soon ab

the “second frand” of the e on Terros” Sisce then, human nighs

i

organizations in the Philippines have documenied aver 3,360 human

- jeurnadises, lavwsers, clergr ¢

rights viotations against aci

anel workers under the Gloria Macapagal Aroyo Administration. W

saw the “Made i the USAT weapons and silivery supphies used o

strilee Tear in the hearss of people in redstance with our own ey

affirred the cotnectons between owr struggles and those of peophe the
world over who are suffering as o resule of the Unlved Stares govern-

ment and i for pot

LESSONS IN MOVEMENT-BUILDING

The most resounding lesson of our aip this summer. was the signil-

cance ol erganizing from within the United Staw

SOrredn Lne COmenlinliis 3‘.'§[|1li‘= [$414

i

o by mitirarise and neo-libes

rothar om
§

Anired Srates

. i
wohy are most G

AR
¥ oHmRpE

isrn. thar
hoth ar home and abroad, S 5

exposes the impace of such polic
i

5 in

¢ Phifippines warte

onsrretiong. ar press that voices Pe of focal pooy :
injustice (LGP GOVETIMENT SUPPOLES argund the world, I under-

scored the inpormnce of our oneoing ereanizing w build the power of
SR G £ |

our comununities, wking o the s and signibe

andy, making the

s Derwe

L

1 whae is happening nside the United Srares. wich
its global agenda

ganizations of the sational demo-

0T

In the Philippines, the various o

seel seorors of

cratic movemant represeat ail marginadized and oppre

socieny — from the urhan poog 1o Quesr wommunitiss, trom inchizenous

T L) i’ﬂ(i{{)l’}’ SWOTIETE,

Sach tocal organiation grows througlh s own pardestar struggles and

women, o migrant warkers, Boin ming swor

culrures ol resisuuien. Yer, from thedr varions positions, they are funda-

mensally conrected by 2 common viston for narjonal sovereigniy and
Jemocracy. and a common analvsis of the Interests working agains

their vision, developad throngh the ongeing process of organizing

for poneet, » relection and assessment, stady and mors oreaniz-

ing. Fack organization asks ioself consistently, what are the conditions,

welir have we done well, where did we make mistak fhe lessons are

shared with esher organizarions s the movement, so that the entire

maovement may be strengthened by the experience.

There is 0o« B charismacic leader; feade tship 15 evervwhere, in

overy organizazion. overy Barangay, every factery. Though their move

ment and these cveryday aders ase currentdy under fee. diey maintain

of the people to continue
+thar our moevement in the LLS, may learn and draw

dreir vision and their faick s che abil
tight, We
sirengrh from the dynamis, humiiiry and vision that we ohserved

in the Philippine organfeations this summe And we hope thar as swe

wnt in the TES, that we can s

continue o build che mov

ngthen
our refationships and capacity 1o support the moevemests in Asia ancd

throughout e globat Sour.
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GENTRIFICATHON AND DISPLACEMENT
Since the mid-ro-late-1990s. young profes
to aflord che §}'zglx restts in aeighboring Sobta and Tribeca, moved

jonals, no longer able

into Chinazown. and broughy with tdhem a demand for luxury ser-

Low-tncome Inmigrants in

vices carering specifically o their tastes

Chinarowsn have experienced displacement prassures in their homes
and on the job. Mom-and-pop sto refronts tiraed into stvlish bars and
upscale houtigues practically overnight, Commercial spaces that once
housed garment shops 1 ened inso high-tech ollices or posh tofis, and
renement buildings, worn dowent thro ugh decrdes of nctglec:i, WELE gul-
red our and became lusury aparmenes. Cengral o this process is the
Landiond

displecement ol low-income tenants and local busine

harassraent and forced evicitons of immigrant tenangs, as well as police

i?\hLlSL’ C]g'\ 1{}6&1[ srect \‘{')I]{i‘.’_)!'ﬁ are 20 {h&‘. Flac Al an a?am‘{%zzg T,

FORCED EVICTIONS

The fisst scep fn converting tenement buildings into luxury apariments
is the removal of low-income renants 1o is often # viokent process, and
imumigrant renants, whao have very firtle government protections, are
exvremely vilnerable to forced evicrions. The most common meth-
ods thar kandiords employ o displace renanss include: refusal to make

repairs and cuiting off basic services: harassment and intimudation
coupled with offers of buy-ouzs: and holdover proceedings in housing

LORETS .

EVICTION PROCEEDINGS IN HOUSING COURT
Landlords have the opton of evicting tepants through  legal
proceedings in housing court. Because mosc of the community does
ot speak English, has no time to go o courr, and doesnt know where
to rurn for help, they are extremely vulnerable to abuse. Many tenants
working in low-wage jobs do not have the lwaury to ke off lrom work
to fghy fegal bactles, and are often forced in the impossible siruation of
having to choose between going to court 1o save their homes and risk-
ing their jobs, or going o work snd rsking a court padgimens against
them 1o hold onto their jobs,

The most common legal grounds for courc-ordered evicdons
are non-primary residence and illegal sublecing. Low-wage wirk-

eve Forced o ravel ot of state to look for work are often cired with
v York S

which require lease-holders to live in cheir sparements for 183 days

1'1{}‘{!51[1:‘;_’ ILL

non-primary residence, & violation of =5,
(ladfy of the vear Living with extended families is 2 common practice
among Chinese mmigrants, But housing courts, which only reeognize
weszern cultural norms. do oot include people beyond the immediazse
puclear Tamily in the definition of who constirures a Ffamily” Thus,
those who move their extended Famifies into thelr apartments are often
accused of illegal subletsing and are also vulnerable w eviction,

After fandlords suceesslully vacaze an apartment. they renovate the
anit and renc it our o voung professionals, cager o pay double or
e York

Ssare Division of Housing and Communiry Renewal, chnrged with

es are often illegal, but the

sriple the rent These rent fnore

enforcing rent laws. does nothing o provide oversight and penalize
Lanedlords who willfully avercharge, Once the rents go up, they never

come down, and thus will never again be affordable for Chinarown’s
low-wage workers, who desperately need adequare bousing. {n this
Chinatows, just like the rese of New York Cloy, is permanentdy

ryday.

losing thousands of tow-income housing stock ev

As ladlords convert senement buildings into Lusury housing, they

are alse remaking Chinatpwn’s public space to accommodase the voung

professional residenss.

Immigrant renants often endure these harsh conditions with
nowhere to rn. Mayor Bloomberg’s 311 hotdine, the ciny's centeal
service For citizen com p%aizzts and uestions, does not ;}z'{w'zd:: adequare
services to immigrant renants who do nos speak Lnglish and tThe De
partment of Housing Preservation and Development (HPLN, the city
agency responsibie for housing code enfercement, also Fails to pro-
vide language access for Immigrant renanss, While close o S0.000
irpmigrants require HPD services in Chinatown alose, FIPD only
eeaplovs siueen Chinese-speaking ingpecrors for all five boroughs of
New York City. Even i renanss are able w0 make 1 housing camplaing,
HPD does not connect inspectoss o enans whe speak the same
fanguage. Desplie tlhis, HPD refused the communitys z't[.‘lf_’il[t‘f_‘l re-
guests [or bilingual inspectors last year, and continues o rurn a biind
eve tor bmmigrants who need FPDs protectdon from aggressive land-
lovds who Hour the faw,




ROQT CAUSES

Four main factors contribute to the looming problem of

targe-scale displacement in Chinalown:

* New York Cirys iransformation int a global finpncial center

» Government faciliration of gentificaton

* Neglecr ol Chinatown’s low-wage workers in New York Cioes
post-Seprember 17 "Rebwilding” priosivies

* China’s economic reform

New York City's Transformation into a Global Financial Center
De-induserislizadion and Bight of manufaciuring tn the past dhree
devades have forced Fiess Warld citles o reorganize their econamies,
While New York Ciry boasted | million manufacturing jobs in 1950,
only 387,000 remained in 1987, Young professionals Hocked 1o dhe clty
to fill high-rech jobs in the finance center. and increased the demand
for lusury housing and services. Net only does this process displace
individual people, it destrays communisies— their history, lfestyles,
and cufrure. Such large-seale displacement has already torn apart
Harlem, the Lower Ease Side, Willlamsburg, and Bed-Stuy.

Government Facilitation of Gentrification

Rert Regulation Reform Act of 1997- Deregulation of
Tenani Protaciions

In 1997, New York Stase legislarors:

Democrars and Republicans
altke—made major changes to New York State housing laws o
facititaze the deregulation of rent laws and loosen tenant protections.

Specitically, they:
* Granted fandlords 20% vacancy allowances—renr incresse after a
wenant has vacated an apartmence-thereby creasing incengives for

aieliords o evicr existing tenaney;

L]

i

Reaffirmed “huxury deconsrol™- deregulating vacan: apartmenrs
renting for more than $2,000 a month - therehy boosting incentives
for landlords to evict existing tenants and raise rents (often Hlegally)

o $2000,

Required tenants to pay "mandatory rent deposits™— rent into escrow

during Housing Court dispures——thereby denying tenants due
process of faw by forcing chem to pay for the right to have a trial in
Housing Court; and

Removed nephews, nicces, auns and ancles from the Hso of

“traditional family members"-—those whe can legally live in an
apartment with the fease-liolder and have the 5 ght to inheric a fease

in thetr name after the lease-holder vacases the apartment——therely

m;‘aking it harder for renters li\-‘il]g with exiended ?}1[11“}-‘ members

imost imenigranss and people of colod) to stay togerher or transfer
feases o each other,
These laws, coupled with the lack of enforcement of tenant protec-
tiong, make it casy--and in fact, create incenrives—¥or fandlosds to
displace Iow-income tenass and convert vacant uaits bsto liscery housing,

New York City's Post-Septamber 11 "Rebuild” Priorities

Meglect of Chinatown's Low-wage Workers

The Septamber 11 awacks had 2 devastating impucr on Chinatown.
One-fourth of Chinatowns garment factories closed. Chinasown’s
business eevenues declined 20 percent, and 25,000 Chinawwn
workers [oss fobs,

Pespite this, the Lower Manhaman Development Corporation
(LMD} charged wishdirecting post-Seprember | rebuiidingetfores, has
completely ignored the needs of low-wage workers in Chinatown while
pouring miliions of dollars tneo the finance and real estace industries,
Rather chan providing much-needed low-income housing, the LMD
disbursemenc ol Residendal Grant Program funds has paradoxtcally
contributed o an increase of marlet rate Swaasing in Lower Manharan,
and Liberzy Bonds, public subsidies for developers, are betng wsed w
finance thousands of new fuxury rental unis.

A shew of post-9/1 ] re-development projeces in the pipeline for

Chingrown dhrearen w exacerbase the aleeady wigene problem of

displacement. To rescue Chinasown’s economy from the devastating
impace of September 1. developers and community leaders seck 1o
wrnn the commaairy inte a center for tourism and commerce. The
preservation of the neighborhood as an affordable home o working-
class Chinese immigrants is only a secondary concern, i ar all
Although Chinatown community groups have recently joinad the
public debate on downtown rebuilding priosies and are sightiully
calling for more equity and wansparency tn LMDCS disbursement
of funds, they, e, are complicic in ignoring the needs of the moss
vulnerable secrors of the communiry. For example, existing proposals
malee 2 fong list of recommendations aimed ar boosting commerce and
tourist tn Chinatown——zoning changes ro facilitase she construction
of a "Pacific Rim” office districs, the construcsion of a transportation
ludy 2t Chatham Square, an E

st River warerfront flm-eii}prnmt, and
the constraction of a Lincoln Sguare-tnspired cultural cenzzr, o name
a few. Business and civie keaders, who contend that whars good for

buginess is good for the community, praise thess recommendadons.

However, withewt purting in place strong protections for low-wage

6 Sd

FA0M AVYVD




worlers,

~afready threazenad

opment i Chinatwen
i

re | P
ealy {IICAT

with imminens displacement

will only raise propersy values, which willin torm Urensify displacemuend

new

pressLres, lua\-'ing one o gquestion whose  inie

devclopmenes wilt serve,

China's Lconomic Reform
Berween 2003 and 2004

traking China one of the Baseesegrowing U

exporss o Ching ncreased 36 percent,

T
'.!H(.{ [N

GO REr

shuel-lasgest LLS, expore marker overall, China’s accession w the World

Trade Organization (8TCH and the liberalization of fs cconomy have
spatked & race among LULS. corporations eager w tap into Chinas vast

marker and worklorce.

Increasingly, LS. investors look o New Yorks Chinatowsn as

a potental broker rhar can fucilicare ade and provide v

informarion services to LLS.-based companies secking to meen @ profic
in China. These expectations have inBuenced planning discussions

on Chinarewn's future and §

wve geneeated proposals designed o
vansform the neighborhoad from o residentdal community w a
ourisi and francial district. These designs ignore the imporian faa

thar Chinatown is & communioy buil by peseradions of new Lnmigrans

and low-wage workers.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Chinatown’s workers perform the most basic jobs necessary wo susvain

New York Ciay: preparing and delivering food, manufaciucing clothes,

constructing houses, providing fesh fish and produce, providing home
healeheare, Yot they remain invisible and endure lang haurs, substsdard
wages, and harsh working conditions. and are treated as second-class
citheens with no access o adequate housing or healtheare, noy language
access for even the most hasie government service, such ws registering a
complaint at the city hotline,

The primary form of senant displacement in Chinaswn s fusorey
conversions of renement buildings, The [‘{)?}(}\’v‘iﬂg recommendations

are designed o intervene ar every sgep of the conversion process and

ate disincentives Tor developers to displace kew-income renanes.

Mostgage Lending Institution  Accountability e

specudation by inchuding an anc-displacement chnse in morigage

{idiscourag

leniding contraces)

Increase Agency Protection of Chinatown Tenants
* Protect immigrant senants Bom landlords who cur off basic

services as a form of harassment and construcsive eviction

a1, New York Ci

- Depariment of Commerce. Cammeres

carepoiican Cos

sl on Fousing,

MNeres,

Asian Awmerican Poderarion of

= hilingual operators at the Cirvs 311 hotline and hilingual hous-

ing inspeciars for immigrant eonants who seeld restoragion of services

Expand the Definition of “Traditional Family”
e Proooy fmumigrant senants i non-tradizional Biving arrangemens

ving with exrencled famiy or people from the same village] from

holdover procesdings based on “Hlegal subletting”—the

i s L
prevalent legal basis Tor evicrions i Chinatown
= Change housing oodes o tnclude immigrant waans in non-

traditional living arangemenrs in the caregory of people with

K1

ssion righs

Change Housing Codes to Protect Migrant Worlers
o Prasece wamigrans low-wage warleers foreed o travel our of siate for

work from holdover proceedings based on “non-primary residence”

----- the second mose prevalent legal basic for evictions i Chinarown

Conversion Permit Caveat

o

Require fandiords w prove "no forced evicton” before obrainiag

Buildines Deparument permits For luxury conversions
& H

@ Inclile an anc-displacemens chause In Department of Buildings e

(1{25%’{.‘ [Testis [IO I {}E‘E'i“%(ﬁ

Challenge Hlegal Rents
e Discourage llegal rent increases by toughening enforcement of

exiting bws

eate 4 special sk force ar the Division of MHousing and

mmunity Renewal o sorutinize rent increases in neighborhoods

guing gencrifcation

Chinaownivoften theonlysourceofstrengthand comfort forChinese

immigrants who othenwise face o hostile envitonment so Far away

trom home, The Chinasewn hustice Mojeet of YV Organizing
g g

an Communisies beliey

fr 18 imperarive o secognine the right of

Chinatown’s residents to safeguard the community as a sake place for

tow-Tncome people o Hve and work for generasions to come,

N York,

Craed fobs New York,




MEMBERSHIP AND COALITION BUILDING

This year the Youth Leadership Projecs
complessd thetr tenth annual Summer In-
stiture where 8 new vourh members learned

abour the social justice movement and the

histwory of Asian insmigrant sooegd As the
£

newest barch of organizers, they honed their

skills while educating their peess from the
Vietnamese and Cambodian communier an

deportaon, detension and Immigrant cights

YL alio concluded the Summer
Instdeute with a 10-vesr anniversary com-

ity event o recognize past strugeles and

celebrate che resiliency of the Southeass Asian

commugnity in the Bronx. in 2005, they will
increase membership and expand comumunity
Ivalvemen in anti-deportation work, by col-
faborating with the local Buddhist remple o
expand the base of community support and
provide a space from which the area residents

can learn abour and become involved with
ongoing campalzas. YLP also held @ number
of holiday and cvlrural events o recognize
the past strugghes and 1o celebrate the resib
iency of the Southeast Asian communiny in
the Bronx.

YLP continues o sirengthen relationships

witl local partiers and national instisetions,

ast Asinn

Fhey ate working with the Southe

dom

Southeast Asian national, legal, and commu-

nity organivations focused on advocacy, legal
research, and legistation w prower those fag-

ing {E{f}}{] Fragio,

ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING CAMPAIGN

Follewwing the rise in senophobic and ang-

semtiment after 9411, the U

anl Cambodia seceedy signed a Repatiation
Agreement in March 2062 which allowed the

forced deportation of relugees back o Cam-
iz, “Fhis wnjust policy affects Cambodian

L convicted fcdony records and

refugees «
has been applicd serroactively o those who
bave already carsied our their sentences.

alse expands the liss of deporiable offenses
minor violidons such as shoplifting, 10W1,
and writing bad checks. To date, over 200

prople across the country have been deporied,
! £

1) g auny l}l'lll'llé?.i'}-‘ WAGD CAINCES f}'{)l]l

thetr familics,

I response, YLP s mobilizing lts mem-
bers snd inking local residents o a4 national
effort to mise awareness snd to propose sl

rernatives to this ds

condan and racist policy,
YL members are collaborating with local
organizacions including Northern Manhas-
Northw

tany Immigrant Rights Coalidon,
Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition,
and the Bronx Defenders o push for the
implementadon of dilferent procedures tha
will prevent deportarion of newly convicted

crwark. @ national coalivien of

individuals.  They are pushing the District
Avomeys office o create alernate praceicss
that will rake immigradon status into consid-
eration and will allow individuals o receive
senrerces that do nat render them deportable,
Addidenally, YLP arganizers ace advocating
for a shilt in the yourhtul offender sentences,

serting the cut off age ax 17 vears,

NATURALIZATION CAMPAIGN

o wrder o fusther protecr the righes of this
predominantly  refugee  communing  YLP
faunched o campaign 0 raise community
awareness abous naruralized cirizenship, They
ave cwrensly working with lawyers and legal
advocates to both assist in the naturalization
process of greenccard holding refugees, and
draw attention to the sensitivities involved in
counts{fling individuals who have past crimi-
aal convictons and who may be at dsk of
deportagion. 1 2006, YLP organizers will
be conducting a survey on the needs of local
residents and will provide case muuﬁg{:rnem
so that they are betrer inlormed abeout their
oprions,

COLLABORATION SURVEY

Through learning about the internatiornal
Vietnam Agent Qrange Retief & Responsibil-
fry Campaign. the impact of Agent Orange

on Southeast Asians {mostly Viethamese) in

Southeast Asia and the commaon health condi-
thong Southeast Asians endure here in dhe LLS,
YLP began o look at our communities” ealth
problems in a new light. Not only are people
fiving and working witheut health insurance,
But when they are able 1o seek medical atten-

tion they are almost abways underserved. And

the services are not addressing the pasticuiar

problems of war survivors whe have been ex-
posed to chemical warfare, Whether it lack
of mansladon or lack ol knowledge by hearh
professionals of SEA-specific ilnesses, the

SE

A comumnunity in the Bronx has never seen

any progratn waliored to their needs, The 1S,
has dismanded suny programs ia the past 10
vears that primarily served Peapie of color in
this counory,

YLE &5 currently working with
the ather instiiutons in the Sowtheass Asian
commusnity 0 develop and implement a sur-
vey to understand the health preblems and
seetls of the community. Fhis projece seeks w
hold institutions which are meant o serve the
SEA community accountable, while allowing
us o suppert each others work and build col-

laborative campaigns,




Fhe fight against gentrificarion cannet be won
without theveicesof those renantswhoare most
their mose

impacred and withour addressin

fmmediaze needs, In C1E werealized we needed

w b able w win cor cains thar have a
direct impacr on waanis lives and create a
structiee where renants can have a volce m talk
about how they are affeced by gearibeation
and whar they can do shour o

Onp Pebruary 3tly, 2006, CH and over 108

renanss and communiry membery celebrared

the one year anniversary of the fosmadon

af the Chinarwn Tenant Union, The
7

saudarmonthly

currently has over 50 members and

supparters. Wehaveestablished

meetings, @ newsterrer, and othce hours when

Additiona

members can drop in. ly, we have
been providing oreanizing support for wenants

in three bulldingy this past y

Motnenoum around the Chinarown Tenant

Union grows as CIP and she CTU are aow

W5

working o a city-wide coalition o g
lasrguage  aceess  legisbation ar the  Ciry

Council level  for lanpuage  access

whick incfudes a demand for bilingual
inspectors at the Cliy's Deparmment of Housing
Preservasion and Development,

The magority of low-income Chinatown
renants Hve in rent stabilized buildings that
are ofien poorly malsmsined. In facy, landlords
often use tactics suchas refusing to make repairs

VTG [V i g basic services such

HE] h cator h[J LWLLEE 8 &AW ay 10 F{)]'Ci'_‘ low-income

renants out. Mo -bilingual inspecrors

wilt help semunrts hold  their landlonds
accouniable and will shus help presesve thevent
stabilized buildings that are the main source

of affordalde housing tn the commuisicy

We conginue o experiment and fine-tune

(31133 (}i%[’l’c&i(’.;’_} STTALLEICS, iil\\";!\_".‘a' S[l'é\"ihg k] be

sccountable and cffecrive as we grow a buse of

tenants who can fight back. CIP now has four
tenane interns who are the backbone of e
prganlzing work as well ay the leacdership
around the campaign. As we work teavards
20107, our challenge will be on how w

1

the Clinamwn Teaant Union into the hands

ership of CIP and

de o8 Zlii_il rranslsr lt,‘

of members.

On Bec. 16, 2009, the U.S, House of Rep-
resenmatives voted to pass the “Border Pro-
tection, Antl — Terrorism and lllegal T
gration Act” or HR 4437, The bili contains
hundreds of unworkable laws that would er-
rorize over 1] million immigrants, criminalize
entire communities and people connected to
immigrant communities, create new forms of
surveittance and dangerous enforcement mea-
sures. As the Voloe goes o pring the Senate
Judiciary Committee {which is responsibie
for miaking i migrasion bifls} will discuss im-
migration reform and will not fimir iself w©
rsponding to FLR. 4437, Other proposals
for guess worker fegislation and border con-
trol are on the wble, {For recent updates and
action alerss, contace the Narional Network
for {mmigrane and Refugee Rights www,




anirnerg)

The dsrears thas these proposals pose are clear.

This is a critical mement in the on-g

struggle for ees immigradon relorm. The

ing

face that these provisions have been intro-
duced, whether or nor they make it ingo the
final fegistation, is a dangerous sign of the di-
seceion our immigratton policy 15 headed to-
Hisror

wards, ally, policies have been passed

wichour input from imamigran: communities

and have primarily served the interests of

employers who seek to hire immigrane bor
The current proposals potendally entrench
our communities in permanent underclass,
critninal and disposable stazus,

However, along with potendal direars, these
are enormous opportinities w build the so-

cial fustice movement in che U5 arionnally,
licerally millions of immigrancs and tlseir s st
porters have expressed resistance in the streets

of every fmajor ity in the Unized Sraves.

It Qerober of 2005, WWYP joined over 20

immigran: community  organizatons who

are waorking  together shrough

Communities In Acdon ($CAY ro build the

[y migrant

|power of diverse Immigrant communities at
the grasssoots fevel o ditve back the atrack

on immigranes in New York and avound the
country, joining the calls for congress to pass
genuine “Comprehensive Tmmigration Re-

toem” that includes the fallowing:

Fegalization for individual workers and

families who are actively contributing o our
coungry and 4 path ro legabization For furure
flows, No guest-worker program of work &
leave that Bas no path vo legal stacus:

2. Improved and faster family reunilication

opporrunities Lor all;
3. Enforee the protection of huran and civil
rights by reducing detendon & deporration,
ending colizsboration berween the 17HS and
public agencies, and ending deaths & abuses
of migranss at the border;
Non-compliance with REAL 11 Ace by
New York Srate and the guaranter of equal
aceess to driver’y licenses for iImmigrants:
3. Equal prowection of labor rights of undocu-
mented workers.

{CA has been working in coulition with 2
broader network of organizations including
g g

unions, churches and service organizations to

help organize and support the pewerful mass
actions that have ien back the streers of
New York rime and again since March, for che
people. WWP iy also working with the other
AV to spark dialogue

program areas of €

amonyg Astan service providers, advocacy and

organizing groups about how we can work
m{:m'lzc‘.r ot Asian TRHErANT Cen-
munities 0 New York, as well as proseiing
broader movement diadogue about whar this
moment in history means for communities

of color, pardeutarly beow

nimEmgant ot
ganizations and groups who have historica ally
plaved & eritical role tn building the social jus-
tice movement, particularly African American
organizations,

JUSTICE FOR EXPLOITED DOMESTIC

WORKERS—UPDATE ON CASES

* W owas paid below minimum wage tw clean
and warch over & man who requited specil
medical artention. When W reguested

day olf from her employer, she was denied.

She learned of WWP threugh o graduae

af the Astan Women's Leadership tnstirure,

now Asign Women Organizers [nstione
(AVWCHY and decided o seele help, Wwp
]1(.[]}&] Wosecure |Lﬂii{

represeniation and

has been supporting W' demand for jus-
tice since 2003, and as of May 2006, we are

nearin ga vicro ri

°

For three vears ma” worked  fourteen

hours = day. six davs & week, for §2 an houy,
without overtime pay. She was hroughe o
the LS. by a high-ranking Dentsche Bank
20000 In udy of 2004, we

camed up with NYU

CReCUTIVE in

Imymigrane Righ
§ $

Clinic w file a formal complaint agains
her employer. When Ninas employers wese
served, they Hed o their home counrry of
riate 4 serdement
through their lawvers.  In August 2005,
WD sent g lereer o the Deuwsche Bank

Australia and tried w nag

to expose these labor violadons, The leoer

demanded thar they agree o inform all of
their ermplovess of the i importance of adher-
labor liws while in ehe 1S, The

letter alse demanded respect and digniey for

domestic workers. After over a vear of adva-

cacy, her emplovers sextled the case and we

with a vicro

closed Vs ase

b

B worked s an eldesly caregiver and was

ast sin weeky of her tound-

BRI

the-clock work. She has strapgled for several

yeass o receive the wages owed for her pasc

worle, WWT assiseed In filing a complaing in

State Cours For her wages, and won her case

lest sumimier.

CURRENT AND UPCOMING PROJECTS

= The Asian Women's Leadership Instivuce isa

four-week program vovering organizing skills,
the history of immigrant worker organizing
i the LS

and labor and immigrarion righes,

{."l]'.{%}“t‘

in the global ccononty,

The course

provides o spece for Astan women workers

o share knowleds and gain o

. CEperisnoes

deeper understanding of the context for our
organizi

£i 94
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CAAAV VOICE

PG 14

Curry, Community & Politics

O Noveraber 10, 2005, members of ARM brought together over
40 of their friends, Family, and co-workers in Chinatows for ARMY
Fall Fund vaiser, Currp Commiunity and Politics, There, o mix of CAAAY
mernbers and individoa! doners mer and mingled over curry and wine,
lissened to a presencation on CAAAYS 19 year history and also CIR
VN and YLT

porter and friend, Becky Lee, give 2 moving speech on the bmportance

s current campaigns, and heard long- drae CAAAV sup-

of supporting comm unisy-based ergantzations and why she donazes ro
CAAAY. Curry Commnity, and Polivics marked & new milestone for

ARM and irs effores rowards helping o build CAARY s grassroots fund

raising for the otganization’s long-term sustainability and growdh,

Founded in 20060, Asian Resistance Media, or ARM, works 1o

buitd popular support and develop resources for Aslan community
organizing in NYC through cuftural events, sew media, Tund raising,
and publicarion. ARM stracegivally ralses consciousness amongst

as a vehicle Tor their

the broader Asian commusiny and serves
parricipation 1n a movement lor racial and sconomic justiee fed by

those mast a {'F{:?C {fi‘(i -

Celebrating 20 Years of Building Grassrools Power
Today, ARM has grown into a vibranc and dynamic cotlective of

s 10 advance

ffteen members meeting monthly and coordinating proje
CAAAYS work, 1n 2006, ARM members will work to amplify the
struggles and community organizing efforts of CAAAVS chree
community-hased program areas through che publication of the
CAAAY VOICE and will build the capaciey of
continued work with program areas and particslarly through s
coordinarion of CAAAVs 20

VAV chrough

Anniversary Celebratiown

Tos learn more abour ARM send an email to Justice

LRl \",('}E'\E-".




Mew DALLY Medio availobie NOW!

DOMESTIC
WORKERS UNITED
BUTTONS

$3 snch or 7 lor §5

CHINATOWN I3

against gentrilication
5 vidleo examines
the impact of racisl real esiale proctices
in Chingiown and how low income Thingss
lerinis qre displaced o "mole room” for
young white professionals. The lilm aise
ingiudes fogiage of CIP's effaris o combat
ihis dispiacement Uhinglown is Not For
Suiei! wos direcisd and produced by
Youth Grgamizers of the Chinalown

Justice Proect of CAANY Orgonizing Asian
Commurniitos.

ity gtrugygl

NOT FOR SALE and diestacemend, T
VIDED

L

150 institutional, %35 Low incame

This fiim challenges the success of worklare
programs by sxpoesing e way in which
more than 300000 families in New York
City wers pushed oif he wellare rolls in
the 1950s. mating YWellarg fraces the
ourney of Southeast Aston rafugees from
war-iorn Yielnam and Cambodia o the
Bronx ard examines e impact ol lederal
wellars reform measures on them aller
eir arcival,

ERATING WELFARE
VIDEQ

£158 Institudional, $30 Low ncome

Qaaﬁy 00 while collon T-shirls with Black

design feature the image used for CAAAV'S
15th ANNIVERSARY

15in Anniversary celebration in 2007
T-SHIRT
Y

$10 Regular, $15 Baby Tee

Chack sur websile lor regulor updetes on
QU progrem arges and upcoming evends

CARRY

H

Fpunded in 1980, CAAAY {alse known as
Comemittes Against Anti-Asian Viclencel
arganizes across diverse poar ond
working-closs Asian immigrary
communities in New York Cily o build
grassrocts communidy power 10 exercise
seif-deferminagtion and porlicipole in

o broader movement of Third Worid
people within ihe US and abraad, for
rocial and economic jusiice.

CHINATOWN JUSTICE PROJECT
uniting iow-income residenis and
vendors lor decent and atiordabie
housing and an end to displocement
caused by gentrification

WOMEN WORKERS PROJECT
Building power amaong Asian
immigrant women working in low-
woge service industries, particutarly
domestic workers whe face iong hours,
low woges and Btlle protection in the
workplace.

SOUTHEAST ASIAN YOUTH

LEADERSHIP PROJECT

Organizes voung people ond agdulis in
the Vietnamese and Comboedian retuges
cemmunity ot the 8ronx for radal,
ecanomic and educalion justice,

ASIAN RESISTANCE MEBRIA

liting up the struggles of the Asian
poar and working-ciass through
oublication, the web, svenis and
education, so thot mare peaple can
understand, identity, suppart and join
ihe movement.

CAAAY Organizing Asian Communities
2473 Valentine Avenue

Bramx, Mew York 10458

el {718] 220-7391

Fax. {718) 220-7398

www CAAAY org




For all the latest news about CAAAV’s campaigns,
events, and upcoming 20th Anniversary Celebration, {_
subscribe to CAAAV's new listserve by sending an email o:

community-subscribe@caaav.org
{if you don't receive a confinmation email in your inbox, pls check your
butk mail or spam folder)

CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities
718.220.7391 (p) | 718.220.7398 ()
justice@caaav.org | www.caaav.org
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